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Synopsis

This brand-new title offers the reader an accessible and chronological presentation of the history
and development of this most unique of philosophies. What were the political influences on its
development? How much impact did other cultures have? Learn and explore as you go along on

this historical journey. Perfect for adult education sessions or Hebrew high school discussions.
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Customer Reviews

Welcome to Rabbi Wernicka ™s classroom. This is a book that serves to make an esoteric subject
accessible without compromising intellectual integrity. Rabbi Wernick takes his role as guide and
teacher with utmost seriousness, knowing when to hold our hand . . . and when to let go. (Michael
Monson, former editor, Jewish Publication Society)A Gateway to the Kabbalah provides a brief yet
in-depth introduction to Jewish mysticism. Itd ™s not a quick and cute look at the & "whata ™ of
Kabbalah, like some sort of 8 "Dummiesa ™ book. Rather, it provides a serious introductory look
into the why and how of Jewish mysticism, its origins, and its reasons for being. It made me want to
know more. (Ira Casel, photographer)The depth and breadth of Rabbi Wernicka ™s knowledge and
his profound love of Jewish teaching and learning are evident in this brief yet comprehensive history
of Jewish mysticism. From its roots in biblical prophecy, through syncretism with Zoroastrianism and
Greek thought, to its development in the milieu of Christian theology and philosophy, Rabbi Wernick
traces the history of the Jewish quest for spiritual enlightenment and understanding. With insightful
clarity, he explains the mystery of the Sefirot, its expression in the Zohar, in Lurianic mystical
thoughts, in Hasidic manifestation, and touches upon contemporary attempts to transcend the

mundane. This book is a must for those looking for a source to reveal what had long been a



a "hiddena ™ subject in Jewish historya "mysticism and Kabbalah. (Linda Coppelson, teacher of

Judaics at Golda Och Academy)

Rabbi Wernick writes in a clear and easily understandable manner and makes an interesting subject
even more fascinating. | loved reading about the history and beliefs of the Jewish people. |
recommend this to anyone who is interested in religion from either a faith based or scholarly

background.

All you ever wanted to know about the Kabbalah. Easy to understand.
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